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Showjumping

\alentiin O wins by a\Whisker

NEW FORESTAND | believe a lot in the horse and he's never Phillip Miller had the advantage
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, e oronment-afterplontyof O final draw on CaritiarZ, but,
BROCKENHURST runner-up spots this summer, Tim Davies by lowering the second fence,
27-29 July and Valentijn O land the seventh leg of was leftin fourth place — despite

the International Stairway series producing afasttime.
“|was never going togothat
fast because youcan'taffordto

By Annabel Kendal

TIM DAVIES took home £4,000 be complacentover those
after winning the two-star fences," said Tim Davies."But
International Stairway | believealotinthehorse and he's

competition and finishing second never fazed by his environment.”

inthe International Trial with
Barrett Watson's Valentijn O.

“This horse jumpsalot of
clear rounds and we've finished
secondafewtimes recently. He
definitely deservesawin,’ said
Tim after Wednesday's
International Stairway.

Whentwo from the first four
startersinthe 24-strongclass
jumpedclear, course-builder
Stephen Renouard might have
been concerned.

“| think if it had been anyone
else lwould have beenworried,
butthose two — Valentijn O
and Naomi V[Helen Tredwell] —
aretop horses. Thatwasa
proper jumpingclass and
you needed a scopey horse,’
said Stephen.

Only Anna Edwards (Unique iX)
and Phillip Miller (Caritiar Z) could
also manage to come home
faultless, with Ryan Prater and
Whisker joining theminthe
second round after collecting one
time-fault.

Firstin, Ryanand hisown
11-year-old stallion jumped
faultlessly again to claimeventual
second place when NaomiV and
Helen Tredwell lowered the first
and then quickenedtoclocka
good time for third.

Tim Daviesand Valentijn O
always looked the danger
and achieved the only double
clearto claimvictory when
Anna Edwards, shortly before

Miller quick over tough course
PHILLIP MILLER returnedwitha
vengeanceto winThursday's BS
International Trial** on Univeau.
There were only threeinitial
clear rounds, with tworiders on
time-faults joiningtheminthe
second round.

Univeauwon the International
Stairway competitionat
Suffolk County, where Valentijn O
came second, and these two
horses again vied for the top spot.

“The track was tough enough
with a tight first-round time’ said
Pennie Cornish, owner of
Univeau.“Andyouneededa
good vertical jumper.”

The nine-year-old came home
quicker than Timand Valentijn O.

“| was fairly confident that we'd
beat Tim asoursis naturally
quick and hejumped one ofthe
fastest first-round clears.” said
Pennie of the NumeroUno
stallion, who came from Holland
asathree-year-old.

“These classes are worth
chasing as it would be good
to qualify for the week at
HOYS [Horse of the Year Show],’
said Pennie of the wild card
upforgrabstothe overall
winner of the International
Trial and International
Stairway series.

Univeau is not standing at stud
this year because heis
concentrating on his competitive
her Queen Elizabethl| Cup career, but may be available for Al
triumph atthe Royal International. ® next season.
failed to execute anambitious - 8 - g Timwas notunduly
turninto the secondfenceon disappointedtobe relegatedto
Unique X for fifth. the runner-up spot onValentijn O,

- B ’ whowas originallyimportedasa
W . e = i dressage prospect.

lwas never gOing “He's avery special horse

togo thatfast INTERNATIONAL STAIRWAY LEADER BOARD and has been asuperstar from

dayone;"said Tim."I'm going

Positio N H Points
becauseyou i i B o:;ﬁ:m“ms “ 38 toenjoy him foraslongaslcan
’ 2 ~ TimDavies T Valentind = and hopefully the next stepisto
Can t afford to be 3 Hiimlelié‘ “Univeau 22 go abropad_” y p
a ~ HelenTredwell NaomiV 1 B :
fﬁo”s‘g'fae‘;?cgt;’ver R Wl Bl GremmaieCoune
7 RobertWhitaker “RooneyIV 18 but Robert had been unlucky not
8eq  RyanPrater “Whisker B to gain his HOYS grade Cticket
TimDaviesclaimedinternational Stairway Seq  AmnaFdwards _ UniquelX mw ~  with WizardleaHFSonthe
victorywiththeonly doubleclear 10 VickyTulloch Sollegotte & opening day.
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Annett goes Loco

STEPHEN RENOUARD'S

HOYS grade C second-round
track produced five clearsfroma
28-strongentry,butitwasa
quality quintet.

“Ididn’t think the course
was that difficult, but | did feel
thefield lacked ahuge
number of quality horses,”
said Stephen.

Jane Annettand CocoLoco,
who had already qualified for
the HOYS grade Cfinal,
immediately posted a quick clear
inthe jump-off.

“|was lucky that | was already
through, but 1 didn't wantanyone
else to win as it was good prize-
money, said Jane."Mineis
lacking alittle bit of experience
and has just missed out onthe
Foxhunter and age classes
this season.”

Jane bought the seven-year-old
CocoLoco,by Come On,from
Richard Busby 18 months ago.

“Hewas alittle bit sharp and
cheeky when | gothim,but
he'sturnedintoareally nice
horse that just needed a bit of
work,” said Jane.

Robert Bevis was nextin
on Ruth Tordoff's Wizardlea HFS,
who lowered the second part
of the double toleave themin
fifth place.

Andy Austinlookedintouch
until the penultimate fence fell for
Bagirall, but this was good
enoughtoearnthemaHOYS
ticket, finishing third.

Andrew Davies then achieved
the second double clear on
Vijlada MW, filling the
runner-up spot when Mark
Armstrong and Tennor FM
collected four faults at the second,
andthen sped up to claimthe final
qualifying ticket.

Roy Edwards bought the eight-
year-old Vijada from Paul Hendrix
ayear ago in part-exchange for
another horse.

“She had been sent back
to Paul from Americabyan
amateur rider, but | liked her
straightaway because of her
attitude and because she was
socareful,”said Andrew."She
always tries towork with you, not
againstyou.”

Vijada will now be aimed at
140mclasses.

“She jumps bigger fences
better than the smaller ones
because thenshecangeta
little bit strong and onward-going,’
said Andrew.

“The course was technical
enough, with the best
riders coming through, which
is right considering what
they will be expected tojump
at HOYS," said Stephen
Renouard. H&H

With their eyes ona HOYS
wild-card, a determined Phillip
Milter and Univeau head the
International Trial

‘| didn't want anyone else to
win as it was good prize-
money': the already-qualified
Jane Annett and Coco Loco
still go all out for victory
inthe HOYS grade C

State of the
ground

THE showjumping ring
produced superb going as it
had beenwatered for three
weeks, but competitors
were concerned about the
warm-up area, which had
obviously been left out of
the watering schedule.

Riders for the firstday’s
classes were allowed a
practice fence in the bottom
part of thering and latterly
the warm-up areawas
watered with sand take-off
and landings, but the going
was far fromideal.

Hampshire Stakes 135m.— |, Caleta (M
Armnstrona); 2. Upperten Il (R Bews), 3,
Quentin Tarerting (T Page). HOYS grade
€ q.— 1. Coco Laco (J Annett), 2, Viflada
MW (4 Davies):3, Bagira |l (A-Austin)
challenge.— 1. H Webster /K
Read: 2, S Barde!|/S Molyneux; 3. A Beck/J
Cleal. Intermational Stairway.— 1, Valentijn
(T Daviesy; 2. Whisker (R Prater), 3, Naomi
W (H Tredwell), aceumulator— 1. Prince
Z (M Armistroriz): 2, Safaro (R Prater); 3,
Wizardiea HFS (R Bevis), L40m.— 1. Melina
VI (D Neilsor): 283, Caleta & Renalda ll
(M Armistror). Intemnational Trial*™.— 1
Lintvia (P Miller); 2, Valertijin O; 3, Courtney
V| (R Benis), seven-fence challenge— 1.
Very Versaca (P Miller). 2, Eile B (T Davies);
3, Quinten Valentino.
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