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Queen Elizabeth Il Cup

Edwards scores
on Ladies’Day

Anna Edwards and the springy Unique IX defy
their 20-1 odds to land the top accolade for
nationalriders, spearheadingladyridersina
fabulous one-two-three

ANNA EDWARDS is only 26, but

victoryinthe prestigious Old Lodge

QueenElizabeth Il Cup with

Unique IXhas elevated herinto

British showjumping’s top tier.
“We've beenknocking onthe

year-old. “| got my rhythmto
thefirstfence and keptit.”
Nextup, localrider Tracy
Priestand the nippy little Calle
stretched over these cavernous
oxers, just nudging arail at the

door and, for the past few weeks, penultimate fence.

I've aimed for this,” said an Third of the quartet was
ecstatic Anna, who was part of Nations CupteamheroTina
the winning Nations Cup teamin Fletcher with her Derby

Linz, Austria, in May on the nine-
year-old geiding. “Thisis the
biggest class I'vewon, and he
wantstowinasmuchasldo.”

Onthe show's Ladies’ Day, 23
starters were whittled down to
four by the challenging 1.50m
high, 12-fence track, female
riders holding the advantage with
threefinalists.

Asfirsttogo, class debutante
Anna had the perpetual dilemma

runner-up Promised Land. The
45-year-old mother of two sought
outevery short-cutand recorded
the fastest round of 50.45sec,
but with four faults, once again
earning her the runner-up spot.
“Ifeel sorry for the horse —
he seems to have been second
allyear,” said Tina. “Promised
Landwasn't terribly settled
today. He was more settledin
the Derby. | think he thought he

of how to play the jump-off game was going to have tocome
onher own Unique X. This nine- downthe Bank again.”

year-old gelding has a powerful Ireland’s David Simpson
in-built spring that sends him picked up eight faults on Cruise
soaring overthe biggest With Me for fourth.

obstacles and he showed his
class, relishing the big arena.
Bouncinginto the double at
fence seven, the polesrattled, but
Annasent him motoring thereafter.
Theyflewthelast, clearin52.06sec.
“Dad said not to do anything
stupid, just go clear, and Mum told
meto keep my head,” said Anna,
who bought this Dutch-bred
Heartbreaker gelding as afive-

“This class [which only opened
uptoboth sexesin2008]is still
the bigone thatallthe ladies want
towin,” said Anna. “I didn'twatch
any of the otherriders, 1thought,
‘letthembeat me!’

“He'sgood enoughtodo ‘super
leagues’ next year, but I've got
to get the experience andlearn
howtohandle the pressure. He's
eager, boldand lovesitall.” H&H
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Easier to apply than any other leg clay,

Fast acting - cools instantly. Long
lasting cooling and tightening effects.

Rinses off more easily than any other
clay available on the market.

soothes and tightens sore, tired legs
and tendons following strenuous

exercise, hard work and
concussive stress.
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For more details please go to your local NAF stockist or calf our
Freephone Advice Line: 0800 373 106 or email info@naf-uk.com




