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‘He’s becoming Mr Reliable’: Sultan V
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the spotlight

The 2010 role of honour includes some exciting
champions.Butthestaris Old Lodge’s stunning young
home-bred given,as usual,animmaculateride by

, BruceMenzies.Margaret Shaw and Suzanne Jones
E report from Staffordshire County Showground

EVERY timeout, Old Lodge’s
excitinghome-bred SultanV shows
thereis aglittering international
career ahead. He effortlessly
jumped intothe spotlight tobe
crowned British Showjumping
national championand give Bruce
Menzies his biggest win.

“When | looked at the startlist
of big names [Olympians John
Whitaker and Geoff Billington to
name but two], | didn't think we
stoodachance,” said Bruce.

“The jump-offtrack was really
jacked up, but Sultanwas eager to
getinthere.”

A quartet of course-designers

— Peter Gillespie, Keith Bristow,
Dave Conway and visiting
Australian Michael Hayes —
produced al2-fencetestforthe
34 starters. Related-distance
questions were strongandan
early “Z" line of triple bar, oxertoa
“pelham” vertical proved difficult.

“lopted for seven stridesin
each,” said Bruce. "Sultan’s keen,
with a big stride, buthe has to
learntowait.”

Faults also came at the final two
fences, bothwalls —onegrey
followed by a harlequin, multi-
coloured wall oxer. However, Joe
Claytonencountered adifferent

problem on Leonardowhenan
electrical failure saw the building
plungedinto darkness. Lights
temporarily flickered back, but
after a20min break, order was
restored and an unflustered
Leonardo returned tojump clear.

Nine reached the secondround,
but favourites fell from contention,
including Laura Renwick's Beluga
and newly-crowned ladies’ and
gents’ champions Robertand
Louise Whitaker. Just three clears
wererealised.

“Sultan uncharacteristically hit
awarm-up fence hard before the
secondround and worried it
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frightened him,” said Bruce. “He's
abighorse and thewarm-upis
tight, buthe wasn't fazed.”

He had scope to burnover the
1.60mtrack when posting aclear.

“lcould have madeit three
holes higher,” said animpressed
Peter Gillespie.

Chasing hard, Graham
Lovegrove hit the penultimate
vertical on Tin Tin and, although
faster, Joe Clayton'sluck ran out
at the double's second elementto
leave Bruce and Sultan ahead.

“Thelast-but-one vertical was
gappy and Sultanwas getting
strong, solgaveitroom,” said
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under-21 championship

Enrique likes to jump at speed, so~
there was no point playing safe
Abbie Squires aftervictory inthe

.Whitaker sibling double:
Robert takes the gents’

amn championship with BRUtophm..
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Bruce. “Buthewas ingood form.
He's becoming Mr Reliable —he's
won two championships[including
Addington’s young horseeight-
year-oldtitle]inas many weeks."

Whitaker siblings shine
MAKING itafamily affair, siblings
Louise and Robert Whitaker snared
the ladies' and gents' titles with new
rides BF Utopiaand Rostaar.
Theidentical tracks were
technically tricky, with along, four-
stride distance fromtriplebartoa
beefy, square oxer claiming several.
"It was a big triple bar right off
the corner and even caused
troubleinthe jump-off,” said

Robert, who topped the Midlands
Equestrian Gents with BF Utopia.

Thefinal pelham vertical
claimed others, but 13 jumped-off
for atense and exciting finale.
Bruce and Sultanrelegated Joe
Clayton’s early target onMr
Darcy, but their lead was
shortlived. Robert eased BF
Utopiaintoalseclead.

The Lord Z14-year-old joined
Robert three weeks ago from
Tim Gredley.

“He's naturally fast with plenty of
scope,” said Robert, who will take
the Dutch-bred bay to Madridand
Barcelonawith Omelliand Casino.

Louise claimed the ladies’

BRITISH-BREDS LEAD THE WAY

How the senior, young horse and
young rider champions were bred
Swedish-bred

Swiss-bred

German-bred

2

Belgian-bred

Irish -bred —
3

French-bred

4

crownfrom reigning champion
Laura Renwick, but it was not
withoutdrama.

Defending her title fromthe front
with Beluga, Laura’s round drew
audible gasps asthe game mare
attemptedtobank the penultimate
triple bar following a tight turn, but
quickly snatched her hindlegs out
ofthe poles. The steep landing
momentarily dislodged Laura,
leaving her sitting on Beluga's
neck, but she struggledbackinto
the saddle. Thetime lost, however,
costthemthetitle.

Althoughthe courseinvolved
tight turns, Louise opted for
sensible lines, but maintaineda
forward pace to guide newride
Rostaarintoa0.5sec lead.

“Roberthad watched Laura
andsaid| hadtogo, so | set off fast
andgotintoarhythmfromthe
start,” said Louise. “It's only the
thirdtime I've jumped him so
we're at the get-to-know-you
stage, but he'srather sweet and
seemseasytoride.”

Shewasn'tbettered, but brought
secondride Dazzle into third.

“lonly had myselfto beaton
Dazzle and actually thought | was
quicker on her,” she said.

Bothhorses are owned by Mandy
Hall, withthe Inferno12-year-old
Rostaar, previously ridden by Julie
Andrews, acquired six weeks ago
andridden by Robertintothirdina
good classat Hickstead.

POINTS

Y Forever Crystal
leaving the

arena at speed
after depositing
Jasmine Cain and
bridle, hitting a
low trailer outside
and flipping over
against awall. The
pony then
galloped up the
tarmac before
being caught. The
mare had staples
to her chest and
cuts and grazes,
but is on the mend.

2 A power cut
plunging the
championship
arena in darkness.

3 Dismayed
competitors in
the four-year-old
championship
were upset after a
scoresheet
mysteriously
went AWOL.

It was found

24hr later.
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