Show jumping Horse of the Year Show

Matthew Sampson scores
ayoung rider-newcomers
double — here with Chianti
Classico in one of the most
nail-biting jump-offs
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National championships

Having chased qualification placesup and
down the country, riders were in determined
mood for the national finals — producingsome

exhilarating climaxes

MATTHEW SAMPSON was
crowned the best of his
generation with one of the most
daringrides of the week inthe
young riders championship of
Great Britain.

The 19-year-old has risen
through the show jumping ranks,
attracting a growing legion of
young fans along the way. He had
the HOYS crowd gasping and
cheeringas his own 15.1hh Chianti
Classico twisted and spunto get
home without fault — 3sec faster
thanthe only other double clear,
Joe Claytonwith Saveur.

“I've had abrilliantyear —he’s
beensecond, fourthand secondin
youngrider grands prixsoitwas
goodtogetawin,” said Matthew,
who now runs his ownyard near
Sheffield, having been based with
Duncan Inglis since 2007. | saw
Joe go before me and thought I've
justgottotryanything.”

Matthew was already the proud
owner ofa HOYS championship
rug thanks to an eyewatering tight
turntothefinal doubleinthe
Tri-Zone newcomers with

Graeme Thame's V Anubertha.

“Ithought | was a bit slow,” he
said. “I'd taken anextrastridetoa
few fences sothought I'd have to
risk the turn.”

The seven-year-old bay gelding
partnered Matthew to victoryin
the BSJA/Scope Festival
newcomers masters and
youngriders grades BandC
final last month.

A classic championship Wynne
AMATEURS enjoyed the spotlight
ondayoneinthe BSJAclassic
championship — introduced at
HOYS last yearand opento

riders outside the fop 150

British rankings.

Unusually, anupright at fence
one proved the first-round bogey,
but11riders progressed. Arena UK
qualifierilan Wynne was deceptively
quick inthe jump-off, scooping the
title with owner-breeder Ann Wolley
Dod's DonDouglas.

This nine-year-old Demonstrator
geldingis out of agrand prix
dressage mare and startedlife
doingin-hand showing.

Super Trooper De Ness (Nicky Boulter)
heads the seven- and eight-year-olds

“Thetrack was harder than last
year, but this is the first
championship I've won — ['ve
chosenthe right onetowin,” said
lan who hails from Cheshire.

Thefirst running of the seven:
andeight-vear-oldhandicap

championship produced a winner.
Lodge's sonof Vigo D'Arsoulilles,

#hetallonSuper frooperDeNess.
“[My partner] Nick [Charles]

woke up this morning saying he

hada féEeling weweregoingto

“Super Trooper De Ness isalways

urns and abit of achallenge.
“Hellcompete throughthe.

WM&
e’s getting very popular now.”

Skelton sees Stars

NICK SKELTON and Beverley

Widdowson's Big Star continued

their domination of six-year-old

titles with victory inthe HOYS
championship. Laura Renwick
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Nick Skelton and Big Staradd a
HOYS champlonship to their bow

(Parvati De Breve) had snaked
round Kelvin Bywater's track like
anexpress trainto set theleadtime
of 36.88sec, but Nickwasona
mission — flyinghomein 36.52sec.

“Hegets 10 out of 10 for
everything —he's17hh, astallion,
hasanunbelievable temperament,
asnaffle mouth, huge amounts of
scopeandherideslikeal2.2hh
pony,” hesaid. “Youcanbe
absolutely sure his owners won't
sellhim —and that’s what we need
for Britainand the sport.”

Sunday's grade C championshi
et o e
Foxhunter winner SultanV (see
page 26) withanother flawless
_performance for Bruce Menzjes.

“Hewas sharptoday,” saida

surpris ruce.
aftercompleting the double,
cheered on by the horse's owners.
“Hewas abit ragged inthe first’
round, but he Was bacKin fis cog
in the jump-off. He's jJumping out
SFRiS Skin —iF E E
thisweek."
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PRINCE PHILIP CUP

THE overall lead swapped with
each high-velocity round of the
NFU Countryside Pony Club
Prince Philip Cup mounted
games, the Percy hunt and Sir
Watkin Williams Wynn's branches
fighting it out to the end.

It all hinged on the final sack
race and the Percy members
jumped with gusto, crossing the
line in the lead and rejoicing after
securing the title.

“It's the first time we've even
got tothe final.” said trainer
Alison Gibson, whose daughter
Gemma (Mischief), joined Katie
Dawson (Bambi). Grace Pettifer

(Tepi), Suzanne Barwise-Munro
(Socks), Brogan Wilkins (Carrie)
and Kitty Chrisp, who was on foot,
onthe team. “Towinwas an
absolute dream.”

A jubilant Percy hunt lift the Prince
Philip Cup in a thrilling final

Pictures by Trevor Meeks and Peter Nixon

28 HORSE & HOUND - 15 OCTOBER 2009

www.horseandhound.co.uk



